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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 36-49 in the reply filed on 
02/09/2006 is acknowledged. 

2. The non-final Office action mailed on April 7, 2006 has been vacated and 
replaced with present non-final Office action because of typographical error made in 
identifying the Morriss (US 2004/0203601). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "another" 
on line two in claim 1 , is inconsistence with the claim language. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 36-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tiliks (US 2003/0076941) in view of Morriss (US 2004/0203601). 

Regarding claims 36 and 43, Tiliks teaches a method of controlling 
communications between a communication device and another communication device 
(Fig. 1, Abstract) comprising the steps of: storing within a database at least one 
parameter corresponding to at least one restriction on use of the communication device 
for outgoing communications [0056], the at least one restriction comprising at least one 
of a time of day restriction defining at least one time period during which an outgoing 
communication from the communication device is not permitted [0034], an accessibility 
restriction comprising at least one identifier associated with another communication 
device that cannot be reached from the communication device [0037, 0053], and a 
location restriction defining at least one location at which an outgoing communication 
from the communication device is not permitted; but is silent on forwarding the at least 
one parameter from the database to the wireless communication device and storing the 
at least one parameter in a memory within the wireless communication device; in 
response to an attempt to initiate a communication from the wireless communication 
device to the other communication device, retrieving the at least one parameter from the 
memory and determining via use of a processor within the wireless communication 
device, whether a connection of the communication from the wireless communication 
device to the other communication device is contrary to the at least one restriction; in 
the event the connection of the communication from the wireless communication device 
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to the other communication device is not contrary (not restricted) to the at least one 
restriction, allowing the communication between the wireless communication device and 
the other communication device; and in the event the communication from the wireless 
communication device to the other communication device phone is contrary (restricted 
) to the at least one restriction, preventing the communication from the wireless 
communication device to the other communication device. 

However, Morris teaches a method and apparatus for activating a restrictive 
operation mode of a wireless communication device, which is downloading or 
forwarding the parameter to a wireless device, then stored the information into it. 
Alternatively, the wireless device may be programmed to prohibit all use of the wireless 
device except for contacting the restricted target device (s) once the device is placed in 
the restrictive operating mode (Fig. 1, Mobile Device #101 via infrastructure networks, 
[0011,0055]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Tiliks, such that forwarding the at least one 
parameter from the database to the wireless communication device and storing the at 
least one parameter in a memory within the wireless communication device; in response 
to an attempt to initiate a communication from the wireless communication device to the 
other communication device, retrieving the at least one parameter from the memory and 
determining via use of a processor within the wireless communication device, whether a 
connection of the communication from the wireless communication device to the other 
communication device is contrary to the at least one restriction; in the event the 
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connection of the communication from the wireless communication device to the other 
communication device is not contrary (not restricted) to the at least one restriction, 
allowing the communication between the wireless communication device and the other 
communication device; and in the event the communication from the wireless 
communication device to the other communication device phone is contrary (restricted) 
to the at least one restriction, preventing the communication from the wireless 
communication device to the other communication device, to protect or prevent of the 
unauthorized phone calls from the wireless device. 

Regarding claim 37, Tiliks/Morris teach the method of claim 36, wherein the 
communication is a telephone call, the wireless communication device comprises a 
wireless phone, and the other communication device is another telephone and the 
preventing step includes the step of outputting a predetermined message for delivery to 
the wireless phone indicating that the call cannot be connected due to a restriction on 
use [0034] of Tiliks and [001 1] of Morris. 

Regarding claim 38, Tiliks/Morris teach the method of claim 36, wherein the 
accessibility restriction defining at least one identifier that cannot be reached from the 
wireless communication device comprises a list of identifiers associated with other 
communication devices that are inaccessible from the wireless communication device, 
the method further including the steps of: determining whether an identifier associated 
with the other communication device is included in the list of identifiers; and in the event 
the identifier is included in the list of identifiers, preventing the communication from 
being completed [0034, 0053, 0089] of Tiliks. 
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Regarding claim 39, Tiliks/Morris teach the method of claim 37, wherein the 
predetermined message indicates that the other communication device associated with 
the identifier is inaccessible [0034, 0053, 0089] of Tiliks. 

Regarding claim 40, Tiliks/Morris teach the method of claim 36, further including 
the step of: determining whether an identifier corresponding to the other communication 
device is included in a list of identifiers that can always be reached; and in the event the 
connection of the communication is contrary to a use restriction comprising one of the 
time, date and location restriction, and the identifier corresponding to the other 
communication device is included in the list of identifiers corresponding to other 
communication devices that can always be reached, allowing the communication 
between the wireless communication device and the other communication device to 
proceed (Fig. 7-12, [0124-0149]) of Tiliks. 

Regarding claim 41, Tiliks/Morris teach the method of claim 36, wherein the 
wireless communication device comprises a wireless phone, the other communication 
device comprise another phone, the communication is a call from the wireless phone to 
the other phone, the method further including the steps of: determining whether a 
predetermined allocation of time for a specified control period associated with the 
wireless phone has been fully depleted; determining whether an identifier corresponding 
to the other phone is included in a list of identifiers associated with other phones that 
may always be called; and in the event the predetermined allocation of time associated 
with the wireless phone has been fully depleted and the identifier corresponding to the 
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other phone is in the list of identifier that may always be called, connecting the wireless 
phone to the other phone [0034, 0124-0149] of Tiliks, and [0011] of Morris. 

Regarding claim 42, Tiliks/Morris teach the method of claim 36 wherein the 
determining step comprises the step of executing program code on the processor within 
the wireless device to determine whether the connection of the communication is 
contrary to the at least one restriction [0034, 0124-0149] of Tiliks, and [001 1] of Morris. 

Regarding claim 44, Tiliks/Morris teach the apparatus of claim 43 wherein the 
first and second memories comprise different portions of the same memory (Fig. 2 of 
Morris). 

7. Claims 45, 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Awada (US 2003/0050044) in view of Bedingfield (US 2004/0110465). 

Regarding claim 45, Awada teach a system for controlling usage of a wireless 
phone [0005], the system operative in conjunction with a billing system including a first 
server operable to execute a billing process and a first database containing parameters 
defining billing parameters applicable to the wireless device (Abstract, [0006-0009, 
0014], the system comprising: but is silent on a second server operable to execute a 
supervisory process for controlling usage of the wireless phone as an overlay to the 
billing process; a second database containing a value defining a time duration that the 
wireless device may be used within a predetermined period, the second database being 
communicably coupled to the second server; the second server being operative: to 
maintain a record of time usage for the wireless phone within the predetermined period; 
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to prevent a call involving the wireless phone from being connected in the event the 
record of time usage indicates that the wireless phone has been used within the 
predetermined period for a period equal to the time duration; and to allow a call 
involving the wireless phone to be connected in the event the record of time usage 
indicates that the wireless phone has been used in the predetermined period for a 
period less than the time duration. 

However, Bedingfield teaches the first and the second servers that 
containing/maintaining the record of the call usages and the billing process involving the 
time duration (Fig. 3, First Wireless Server Database #54, and Second Wireline Server 
Database #56, [0009,0016-0020, 0037-0038, 0054-0055]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Awada, such that a second server operable to 
execute a supervisory process for controlling usage of the wireless phone as an overlay 
to the billing process; a second database containing a value defining a time duration 
that the wireless device may be used within a predetermined period, the second 
database being communicably coupled to the second server; the second server being 
operative: to maintain a record of time usage for the wireless phone within the 
predetermined period; to prevent a call involving the wireless phone from being 
connected in the event the record of time usage indicates that the wireless phone has 
been used within the predetermined period for a period equal to the time duration; and 
to allow a call involving the wireless phone to be connected in the event the record of 
time usage indicates that the wireless phone has been used in the predetermined 
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period for a period less than the time duration, to provide the speed and the efficient of 
the management/controlling/monitoring the outgoing or incoming calls usage. 

Regarding claim 48, Awada/Bedingfield teach the system of claim 45 wherein 
the predetermined period comprises a calendar month and the value comprises a 
specified number of minutes [0003, 0006] of Awada. 

Regarding claim 49, Awada/Bedingfield teach the The system of claim 45 
wherein the second database includes an always accessible number associated with 
another communication device that may always be called by the wireless phone and the 
second server is operative to exclude time involving calls between the wireless phone 
and the other communication device from the record of time usage. 

8. Claims 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Awada/Bedingfield in further view of Mehta (US 2002/0128984). 

Regarding claim 46, Awada/Bedingfield teach the system of claim 45 wherein 
the first and second servers but is silent on comprise a single server operative to 
execute the billing process and the supervisory process. 

However, Mehta teaches a computer and network-based for transmission-based 
billing server which executed or tracked the amount of data sent and received between 
the network and proxy billing server (e.g. stored the billing data to generate customer 
(call) or data records [0006, 0025-0026]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Awada/Bedingfield, such that comprise a single 
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server operative to execute the billing process and the supervisory process, to provide 
the capability of the multi tasking servers, or to save time and cost for the sharing 
device. 

Regarding claim 47, Awada/Bedingfield teach system of claim 45 wherein said 
first database and said second database but is silent on comprise portions of a single 
database. 

However, Mehta teaches a computer and network-based for transmission-based 
billing server which executed or tracked the amount of data sent and received between 
the network and proxy billing server (e.g. stored the billing data to generate customer 
(call) or data records [0006, 0025-0026]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Awada/Bedingfield, such that comprise portions 
of a single database, to provide the capability of the multi tasking servers, or to save 
time and cost for the sharing device. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Cox US 6,871,082 

Crockett US 2002/0168055 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-8131. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 6:00pm. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Michael T. Vu 
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